
FIRST AFTERNOON SESSIONS (6 days) SUNDAY, April 23rd – FRIDAY, April 28th 

(Johnson) 

 

CME: 9.0 CME Credits.  (The total time for the above 6 sessions is a maximum of 540 

minutes. Based on content review by the CME provider, a total of 540 minutes has been 

designated for CME credit)  

 

TIMES and DATES: 2:00 – 3:30 pm, SUN 4.23 to FRI 4.28, 2016 

 

COURSE LEADER: Susan R. Johnson, MD 

 

TITLE: Integrative Pediatric Developmental Assessment—Screening for Developmental 

and Learning Problems 

 

DESCRIPTION: 

This course will provide an in-depth look at the way in which a child senses and relates 

to his or her own body, through the experiences of touch, balance (the vestibular 

sense), movement (the proprioceptive sense) as well as a general sense of well-being 

(which we will explore as the “life” sense).  The course will also explore how these 

foundational senses are related to the development of learning and thinking in the older 

child, and how they are needed for the continued development of higher intellectual 

and moral capacities in adulthood.  The chronology of these developmental pathways 

will be explored, and how later academic challenges can be greatly helped by 

strengthening these body-oriented sense capacities. 

The course will provide a deeper, holistic understanding of the imbalances that stand 

behind many of the diagnostic labels given to children today (such as ADD, Autistic 

Spectrum Disorders and Dyslexia), and will provide methods for assessing whether 

children are reading phonetically (by sounding-out words), or by sight memory (a spatial 

recognition of words). The course will also offer practical assessment of eye tracking, 

eye convergence, retained early reflexes, balance, proprioception, bilateral integration, 

and integration of vertical and horizontal mid lines. 

 

Objectives: 

 Review the basic anatomy and physiology of the senses of touch, balance and 

movement. 



 Explore ways in which a child develops a healthy sense of touch, as well as signs 

of touch hyper-sensitivity and hypo-sensitivity (hyperesthesia and hypoesthesia). 

 Explore ways in which a child develops a healthy sense of balance, as well as 

signs of an over-active or under-active vestibular sense. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for learning techniques for 
assessing balance. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for learning assessment tools 
to evaluate auditory processing. 

 Explore ways in which a child develops a healthy sense of movement and how 

this is related to proprioception and bilateral integration. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for assessment techniques 
for proprioceptive pathways. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for the assessment of the 
bilateral integration pathways. 

 Review the anatomy and basic physiologic activity of the autonomic nervous 

system, and how this relates to an overall sense of contentment or agitation. 

 Explore ways to assess a child’s connection to this autonomic functioning 

through the lens of a “life” sense. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for learning to read and 
assess spatial/visual and phonetic learning. 

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for learning practical 
assessment of eye tracking and convergence.  

 Provide instruction, including practice session time, for learning practical 
assessment of retained early reflexes. 

 Synthesis of main elements and instruction in a 30-minute screen of a child’s 
development and pre-reading or reading skills. 
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